Message

To my dearest, most respected members of SGI-USA! My sincere congratulations on holding your joyous Culture Department conference. As I picture the noble image of each of you gathering from around the United States with a seeking spirit to forge and polish your lives, I am sending you from here in Japan my earnest prayers and looking forward to the great success of your activity.

Buddhism teaches the importance of the time. Fifty years have passed since I took the first historic step for global kosen-rufu in America. Thanks to your noble efforts, a solid foundation for our movement has been built in the United States, and we have now arrived at the time to achieve even greater, dynamic progress. Now is the time to fight. It is the time to win. I ask that you advance with powerful prayers, united in the spirit of “many in body, one in mind.”    

[bookmark: hit1][bookmark: hit2][bookmark: hit_last]Nichiren Daishonin states, “The Law does not spread by itself: because people propagate it, both people and the Law are respectworthy” (Gosho zenshu, 856).  The future of the kosen-rufu movement will be determined by capable people. It is crucial to seek out and find capable individuals, foster them and enable them to work together. I encourage you to initiate a “revolution of capable people” that will create a groundswell of development and become an American tradition continuing far into the future. Those who practice and spread this great Buddhism are people of supreme mission. They will surely live victorious lives and have all their wishes fulfilled, receiving immeasurable benefits and accumulating boundless good fortune.

You may encounter various difficulties and obstacles amid the reality of daily living. But nothing is wasted in the world of Buddhism. If you base yourselves on faith and strive for the sake of kosen-rufu, the brilliant wisdom and power of the Buddha will never fail to emerge within your life. The Buddhist gods will protect you without fail.

You are my true disciples and successors! You are the lions and lionesses of the Mystic Law! With this awareness and conviction, please continue to walk proudly on the great path of everlasting victory.

I am earnestly praying for the excellent health and happiness of each of you, my cherished comrades in faith. Please take good care of yourselves! 

Daisaku Ikeda
June 25, 2010

